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Comparing Two Points of View
The Protestant Reformation
In the early 1500s, the Roman Catholic Church needed money to build St. Peter’s
Basilica (church) near Rome. The church raised this money by selling indulgences,
pardons that released the buyer from penalties imposed by the church for breaking its
laws. Martin Luther, a German priest, called upon the Roman Catholic Church to stop
the practice. He thought that many people bought indulgences believing that they
were buying eternal salvation. Pope Leo X (Leo the Tenth), leader of the Roman
Catholic Church, refused to end the practice. He felt that people understood that
indulgences only applied to earthly penalties. This disagreement led to the Protestant
Reformation, in which groups who were unhappy with the Roman Catholic Church
broke away and formed their own Christian churches.
In this activity you will compare Martin Luther’s 1517 call for reform of the Roman
Catholic Church to the response of Pope Leo X, issued three years later.
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[image: image7.emf]Directions: Read both excerpts carefully. Then answer the questions below, using complete
sentences.
1.
What does Martin Luther think Christians should do with their money instead of
buying indulgences?
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2.
What are two reasons that Pope Leo X does not want to stop selling indulgences?
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3.
What historic event did the disagreement between Martin Luther and Pope Leo X
bring about?
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