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Background
Benjamin Frnkiin was what

is caled a Renaissance Man—
meaning he was very skilled ot a
number of things. He was a
statesman, author,inventor, and
a Founding Father of the United
States. Frankiin sarted wrting
Poor Richard's Almanack in 1732
and continued to publish it until
1758. He used the name "Poor
Richard" or “Richard Saunders”

as his pseudonym when writing
the Almanacks.

weather forecasts, household
hints, and entertainment, puz-
2les for example. In 1750,
Franklin included arly colonal
American demographics in the
Almanack. However, these
works are most remembered for
Franklin's origina! proverbs,
witty observations, and scientific
statements.In this excerpt,
Father Abraham s discussing
taxes and frugality with people
waiting for a merchant’ sale to
begin.

Vocabulary Builder
‘pseudonym (G5 im) n. a
fictional name used by an author
Braverh (préy orb n. a short
concise saying in general use,
stating a truth or giving advice
discharge (dis CHar) . doing
what i required to perform a
duty or pay a debt

squander (skwandor) v. to waste
something, especially money or
time

idleness (@l nes) adj. someone

Almanacs were 3 popular and
useful publication during colo-
nial times, consisting of seasonal

or something that is not active

1stopped my horse lately, where a great num-
ber of people .. were conversing on the badness
of the Times: and ane of the company called
Pray, Father Abraham! what do you think of the
Times? Won't these heavy taxes quite ruin the.
country?.... What would you advise us to?

Father Abraham stood up, and replied, " 1
you would have my advice, 1will give it you, in
Shoet; for a word to the wise s enough, and many.
words won't fill a bushel, as Poor Richard says.”

Friends, says he, and neighbours! The

taxes are indeed very heavy; and if those laid on
by the Government were the only ones we had to
pay, we might the more casily discharge them:
but we have many others, and much more griev-
ous to some of us. We are taxed twice as much by
ourIdleness, three times as much by our Pride,
and four times as much by our Folly: ... However
let us hearken to good advice, and something
‘may be done for us. GOD helps them that help
themselves, as Poor Richard says in his Almanac
of 1733,

It would be thought a hard Government that
should tax its people One-tenth part of their

‘Time, to be employed in its service. But Idleness
taxes many of us much more; if we reckon all
that is spent in absolute slath, or doing of noth-
ings; with that which is spent in idle
employments or amusements that amount o
nothing.... Sloth, like Rust, conswnes faster than
Labour wears; while the wsed key is lwoays bright, as
Poor Richard says. But dost thou love Life? Then do
ot squander time! for that's the stuff Lif is made of,
as Poor Richard says.

Senjamin Frankln, Foor ichands Amanack

Comprehension and Critical Thinking

1. Why does Poor Richard caution the reader not
<0 squander time?

2. What does Father ABRAHAM mean when he
Says “for a word to the wise is enough, and
many words won'tfilla bushel ">

3. Critial Thinking: Draw Conclusions Does the.
character of Father AstaiAtt support or disap-
prove of the government taxes? Explain.
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by Benjamin Franklin

Prepare to Read

Introduction

It took Benjamin Frankiin 17 years
to finish his Autabiography, and
itwas not published until after his
death. Today, itisrecognized as 2
classic of early American litera-
ture. The book coversonly the irst
51 years of Franklin's long lfe, s0
it does not tell of islater role in
the founding of the United States.

P Background
Tibing (i ing) ks the practce
oF g one enth of e’
Camings 0 th church annu-
Sy e ki okingly
bl s ot wilbed
o ollow i same teadton by
Ghing e terin o1 s hlren,
Beriamin rothr han a tnth
o i

® Reading skill Vocabulary Builder
Analyze Autobiographical  As you read this lerature selec-
‘Approach Wriers of autobiog:  ton,look for the following
raphies often convey theirati-  underlined words

tudes and beliefs asthey are  shandler (ctan lr) . person
conveying a sory. Asyou read,  who makes o sll candies,
look for lues about Frankin's  soap, and other tems made
atitude toward the govern- from the fa of animals

ment. Do you think Frankiin ‘tedious (Tee dee uhs) adj. boring
approves of the Assembly’s censure (seHN sher) v. to con-
actions against James? ‘demn orcritcize

‘admonish (ad 1w hsh) v warn

T was put to the grammar-school at eight years of age, my father
intending to devote me, as the tithe of his sons, 1o the service of the
Chureh. My early readiness in learning to read (which must have been
very carly, as 1 do not remember when | could not read), and the opin-
ion of all his friends, that 1 should certainly make a good scholar,
encouraged him in this purpose of his.... But my father, in the mean
time, from the view of the expense of a college education, which
having so large a family he could not well afford .... took me from
the grammar-school, and sent me to a school for writing and
arithmetic. .. At ten years old I was taken home to assist my father in
his business, which was that of tallow-chandler and soapboiler.
Accordingly, 1 was employed in cutting wick for the candles, illing
the dipping mold and the molds for cast candles, attending the shop,
going of errands efc.

I disliked the trade, and had a strong inclination for the sea, but
‘my father declared against it. Horwever, living near the water, | was
much in and about it, learned early to swim well, and to manage
boats; and when in a boat or a canoe with other boys, 1 was com-
‘monly allowed to govem, especially in any case of difficulty; and
‘upon other occasions | was generally a leader amon the boys.

From a child I was fond of reading, and all the lttle money that
came into my hands was ever laid out in books.

‘This bookish inclination at length determined my father to make
me a printer, though he had already one son (James) of that profes-
sion. In 1717 my brother James returned from England with a press
and letters o set up his business in Boston. | .. signed the indenture
swhen I was yet by twelve years old. I was to serve as an apprentice
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L was twenty-one years of age, only [ was o be allowed fourney-
man's wages during the lat year, I a ltl time | made great prof-
ciency in the business, and became a useful hand to my brother.

‘Though a brother, he considered himself as my master, and me
a5 his apprentice, and accordingly, expected the same services from
me 2 he would from another, while I thought he demeaned me too
much in some he required of me, wh from  brother expected more
indulgence. Our disputes were often brought before our father, and T
fancy 1 was either generally in the right, or clse a beter pleader,
because the judgment was generally in my favor. But my brother
was passionate, and had offen beaten me, which 1 took extremely
amiss; an thinking my apprenticship very tedious, T was continu-
lly wishing for some opportunity of shortening i, which at length
offered in a manner unexpected

One of the pieces in our newspaper on some politial point,
which T have now forgotten, gave offense o the Assembly. He
{James] was taken up, censured, and imprisoned for one month, by
the spesker's warrant, | suppose, because he would ot discover
Ireveal] his author. I (00 was taken up and examined before the
council but, though I i not give them any satsfaction, they con- B Frankln (center)
tented themselves with admonishing me, and dismissed me.

Doring my brother's confinement, which I resented 2 good deal
notwithstanding our private diferences,  had the management of the
paper; and [ made bold to give our rulers some rubs i i, which my
rother ook very kindly.... My brother'sdischarge was accompanied
with an order of the House (3 very odd one), that “James Franklin
should no longer print the paper clled the New England Conrant

T s ol it o o mersts (@) A

friends, ... it was finally concluded on as a better way, to let Autoblographical
friends, ... it was finally concluded better way, to let it be Autoblogr

prine i th uure under the mame of BN LG - the o APPSR
Contrivance was that my old indenture should be retumed 0 me,  nouanut e on, Frankl
Wi ful dioharge on he back of , o b shown an cccason, ut 15 e When i broter
Secure to him the benefit of my service, I was to sign new indentures  imprisoned, Franklin takes

for the remainder of the term, which were to be kept private. A very adion "vbe;w"s é”e A“‘h""’LY
Ty scheme i was; Fowever, i was lmediatly execud, mnd 5.0 FUL% . Do you tin
Ihe paper went on sccordingly, uncier my name for several mothe. e e e o he

From The Autabiography of Benjamin Franklin, supports a free press?

by Benamin Frankin. © 2003, Yale Unversty Pres

checkpoint. What lan id Frankisbrther approve t keep
publshing the newspaper ftr i confinement?

Analyze LITERATURE

Benjamin Franklin disliked being his brother's apprentice.
Imagine that you are Franklin. Wite a letter to the New

1f you liked this pas-
sage, you might
want to read The
Printer's Appren-
tice by Stephen

England Courant expressing your pinion about the el Made-
falmess or unfalress of being mace an apprentice t the fne Sore

age of 12 Yearling. 1996,
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Reading
Political Cartoons

Skills Activity

Benjamin Frankiin's 1754
cartoon wias a plea for unity
in defending the colonies
during the French and
Indian War.

(2) Distinguish Relevant
Information Identify
the eight sets of initials
that label the eight
pieces of the snake

(6) Draw Conclusions
What point is Franklin
making about the

importance of colonial

unity?





